LUKE 23:46
(Reading: Luke 24:1-12; 23:44-46)

The Seventh Word On The Cross - Christ’s Invincibility


Congregation...

	Many New Zealanders share the view that they live in a good country.
		It has a ‘clean and green’ image.
			In the past New Zealand was even called “God’s own” country.
				And, now, with the economy picking up, there’s every reason for a bright future.

	Yet underneath that superficial optimism there is a huge pool of insecurity.
		Sometimes, like a geyser in Rotorua, it will burst out.
			And when that happens it reminds us of how insecure we really are.
				Not many honestly believe “she’ll be right!”

	For example, the older generation feel anxious about the way New Zealand society appears to be going.
		They are worried about the institutions they have set up.
			They are concerned about their grandchildren’s welfare - not only whether they can get a job, but also for their place in a society which will become even more fragmented, more violent, and less compassionate than the one they remember when they were young.
				They also fear for their own physical safety, and, even at this late stage, they are worried about being old in a society which doesn’t respect those older.

	Those middle aged, the ‘baby-boomers’, are worried too.
		The constant social change has hit them.
			And, now, when they would expect some stability, they are still in a state of flux.
				The movements in society haven’t brought them a peace for all but rather the ruthless forces of a market-driven economy.
	Mind you, they expected some change - after all, they were the long-haired radical of 1970’s youth camps!
		But they thought they were in control - they were the ‘happen-in’ thing.

	The x-generation, for all their cool adaptability, are just as down and out, in their way.
		They, whom some have called the ‘options generation’, really feel they don’t have that many choices at all!
			The boredom of their lives, the expectations of parents, school, or society, really can depress them.
	It’s this which drives them into loud music, alcohol, or hallucinogenic drugs.
		It even drives some of them to suicide.

	We are all insecure - in one way or another.
		In fact, you could even say that it is insecurity which makes humans of us all.

	So what a contrast our text is!
		This Seventh Saying from the Cross is totally opposite to any insecurity, any fear, any worry, any block, that we have!
			“Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.”
				THIS IS CONFIDENCE!

	Congregation, our first point...THIS IS CONFIDENCE!
		And our second point puts it beyond all doubt.
			It delivers the ultimate guarantee.
				Because...THIS IS CONQUEST!

	First of all, then...THIS IS CONFIDENCE!
		The best way to picture how much this is confidence - how much this is so sure of itself - is to compare the relationship Jesus has here with His Father, with the relationships we have with each other.
			So, let me ask you a deep and meaningful question, “Do you really trust the one you love?”

	A genuine relationship - that bond we have because we’re Christians - should be other centred.
		There should be no hint, whatsoever, of any self-centredness!
			In fact, you are so loving that person, you have put yourself completely in their shoes.
				You are living out Jesus’ words, when He said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” (Act.20:35)

	Who of us does that, though?
		Is there any among us here who has thought and said and acted perfectly right toward someone else?

	To ask the question is to answer it!
		No one has!
			And it shows that we’ve often failed to trust God most of all.

	Our Lord, however, showed His complete trust.
		As He said in John 19 verse 29, “My Father, who has given them all to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand.”

	Congregation, this is the basis of all confidence.
		And then it’s very relevant that this seventh word from the cross was spoken prophetically centuries before Jesus came.
			It’s recorded in Psalm 31 verse 5, which says, “Into your hands I commit my spirit.”

	You know, this phrase was the first prayer that every Jewish mother taught her child to say, last thing at night.
		Just as we may have been taught to pray, “This night I lay me down to sleep,” so the Jewish mother taught her child to say, before the threatening darkness came down, “Into your hands I commit my spirit.”

	Now Jesus took that phrase, and added, “Father.”
		Even on the cross Jesus died like a child falling asleep in his mother’s arms.
			THIS IS CONFIDENCE!

	We might point out, however, that this is so child-like.
		It only shows Jesus depending completely on someone else.
			That’s not the confidence we want.
	
	Exactly, fellow saints, for the confidence that we so often fill ourselves with, is self-confidence!
		And isn’t anything to do with self forgetting all about the other?

	This is why, with the first word from the cross, Jesus prayed, “Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what they’re doing.”
		He shows how much He depended on His Father all the time!

	Look to Him too, dear believer!
		This Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, becomes our Father also, when we receive His faith by grace.
			It was Jesus who said, in John 14:6, “No one comes to the Father except through me.”

	How blessed we are, that, in Christ, His Father becomes our Father!
		“How great is the love the Father lavished on us, that we should be called the children of God!”
			That’s what John cries out in his first letter, chapter 3, verse 1.
	And then he really affirms it!
		“And that’s what we are!”

	The meaning is clear.
		Through this word of Jesus on the cross, we can trust God with more confidence than any child could every have in his parents.
			You see, we can know we are secure in Him.
	As the dying Saviour could commit His soul to the Father, so we too can have the full assurance of faith, and the confidence that our Father in heaven will receive us.
		We are not afraid of dying.
			Those famous words of Psalm 23 are our words of confidence, “Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.” (v4)

	If we, as Christians, die before our Lord Jesus comes to take His Church into paradise, we can die with the certainty of the coming resurrection and immortality of our bodies.
		And in-between death and resurrection, our souls will be with the Lord.

	Is that really your belief?
		Person in the pew, if you were to die right now, who’s your relationship with?
			Would you share Stephen’s dying confession?
	Stephen, the first New Testament martyr, who, while the crowd throws rocks at him, looked up and said, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit”?
		Are you eternally secure in Christ?

	If you are - and much we must pray that you are! - then you’re relating to who you’ll be with in the next life as well.
		You’re not just learning about living - you’ve learned to die as well!
			Then you may say the words the apostle Paul said to Timothy, “I know whom I have believed, and am convinced that he’s able to guard what I have entrusted to him for that day.” (2 Tim.1:12)

	Your prayer is, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.”
		Then whatever happens to your body down here below, you’re absolutely sure your soul is safe for going right up above!
			With quiet confidence you can die.
	Like a child lays its head on mother’s breast, you place your destiny in the hands of God.
		THIS IS CONFIDENCE!

	And all because, congregation, secondly... THIS IS CONQUEST!
		Let’s not get this wrong, however.
			We have here as much as Easter Sunday message, even though it was spoken on Good Friday.
				Jesus rose in spirit that day, the way He would rise in body three days later!

	So what He cries out from the cross now, was echoed by those angels at the tomb on the Sunday morn, “Why do you look for the living among the dead?
		“He isn’t here! He’s risen!” (Lk.24:5f)

	Christ has conquered!
		The mighty Victor is coming home with His trophy!
			He defeated the last enemy - death itself!

	Congregation, no man had taken His life from Him.
		Even though Satan had pleaded to be given this Man, he was whipped something awful!

	It’s all as Jesus had said in John, 10 the verses 17 and 18, “The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life - only to take it up again.
		“No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord.
			“I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again.
				“This command I received from my Father.”

	It is true that He was “betrayed into the hands of sinners” (Mt.26:45), that He “was delivered into the hands of sinful men (Lk.24:7), and He was killed by “wicked hands” (Ac.2:23), but it was all voluntary on His part.
		It was all part of the divine plan.
			He had left heaven and became incarnate for this very purpose.
				And now that the purpose had been fulfilled, the victory was won.

	If in that fourth word from the cross, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?,” we see the serpent bruising the heel of the woman’s seed, we see in this final word, the Seed crushing the serpent’s head!
		Had Christ returned to His Father in heaven, before fulfilling why He came, He would have gone back in defeat.
			But He’s triumphant!
				1st John 3:8 says it clearly, “The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work.”

	Don’t forget that Jesus went to the cross as a King, and never was this King of kings defeated or dethroned.
		They may have put that title of ‘THE KING OF THE JEWS’ above His head as a sick joke, but never could it have been truer!
			This is what He claimed for Himself, and this is who He is!
				Death wouldn’t lay its cold, clammy fingers on the Holy Son of God until He Himself gave the word of permission.

	Did we notice further, congregation, what follows this last word of our Lord from the cross?
		The Holy Spirit adds, “When he had said this, he breathed his last.”

	He wasn’t helpless, falling to human weakness.
		He wasn’t just dying.
			“He breathed his last,” it says.
	He was the one to give out His life.
		He wasn’t gasping for breathe to make His life longer.
			He cries out with a loud voice.

	Congregation, He is commanding death to bring Him to His Father’s house!
		“Yours be the glory! Risen, conquering Son; 
			endless is the victory over death you won.”

	Oh Christian - here is your peace, here is your security.
		For ever since the cross, death is but a doorway into heaven for you.
			No wonder Paul can write these words in Philippians 1:21, “For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.”
				So as Christ’s soul flew to heaven at this point, so also our souls are carried straight to the Lord, when we physically die.

	But there’s even more!
		For just as our Lord rose physically after three days, from the grave, so, one day our bodies will be joined with our souls.

	Unlike us, Jesus knew the moment when He would die.
		He had the power to keep life.
			And He wasn’t dying passively, as we do.
				He was actively and voluntarily dying.

	We cannot give up our spirits, as Jesus did.
		But when the time comes, brethren, we can be ready to give it up!
			Like the apostle Paul, we should be able to say, “For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time has come for my departure.” (2 Tim.4:6.)

	Paul had no control over his death.
		It was a court of law which sentenced him to death.
			And yet he was ready.
				So ready that this would be victory!

	Knowing that heaven is where you’re going makes the bedside of the dying Christian a place of such joy.
		I well remember, in my last congregation, that we had a number of death soon after one another.
			And I was asked the question, “It must be hard for you to do all these funerals, and not more of the joyful events, like weddings?”
	I replied to him, “With a wedding you’re never quite sure how things will go.
		“There’s still a life-time ahead for that couple.
			“But with a funeral that life has finished.
	“He or she died in the Lord.
		“And then I’d rather be standing around the open hole of the believer’s grave, than experiencing the joys of a marriage.”

	Not that our earthly relationships are not important.
		But they are only pale shadows of the greatest communion we’ll be having with the Lord forever in Paradise!

	That stumbling and inadequate prayer life we have with our Master now, will then be full and uninterrupted!
		Is it any wonder that this Resurrection power is the genuine work of the Holy Spirit?
			And knowing how weak and ugly we are now, don’t we look forward to being so strong and glorious with Him?
	‘Alleluia, Christ is risen!
		Death at last has met defeat.
			See the ancient powers of evil in confusion and retreat.
	Once He died and once was buried;
		now He lives forevermore -
			Jesus Christ, the world’s Redeemer,
				Whom we worship and adore.” (P/H 387:2)
	
					Amen.

PRAYER:
	Let’s pray...
		O Mighty King, Conqueror of the Greatest Foe...
			To You we raise our hearts of thankfulness.
				To You we lay our all before You, knowing that it’s alone in You that we can rise over the power of sin, in the lives we live for You.
	Dearest Jesus, You who is also our closest Friend.
		Do so draw us closer to You, and Your Father, in listening to Your Word, and then praying through that Word to You.
			Make us hungry for Your love; to want to be with You; and to want to live through You in everything!
	For the sake of spreading Your love, we pray, Amen.


HYMN:
	Let’s also respond to God’s Word as we stand and sing hymn 396...


OFFERING:
	2nd Corinthians 8:12 says about our relationship to the Lord, “if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what he doesn’t have.”
		Let’s show that the Lord counts in our lives, with giving cheerfully and generously to His Kingdom work...


OFFERTORY PRAYER:		[ELDER]


HYMN:
	Congregation, our concluding hymn this morning is No. 400, the verse 1,2,& 3, after which we receive the Lord’s parting blessing, and then sing verse 4 of this hymn...


BENEDICTION:
	Let’s lift up our hearts to the Lord...
		“May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,
			and the love of God the Father,
				and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
		 be with you all. 
			Amen.”


DOXOLOGY:
		[400:4]

		
  

